Papers in this Special Issue were selected from over 40 presented at the TensiNet Association Symposium "Ephemeral Architecture: Time and Textiles" held at the Politecnico di Milano, in 16-18 April 2007. They cover a wide range of topics, from Campioli, Mangiarotti, and Zanelli's historical review of textile architecture in the Italian context, and Hennicke's inspirational account of relationships between lightweight and natural structures and tensile architecture, to the more mathematically analytical approach in Gosling and Bridgens' presentation of a new concept for materials testing of architectural fabrics and Wagner's paper describing simple analytical design/checking tools for single/doublecurved membranes and inflated cushions. To complement these, Adriaenssens examines the feasibility of spliced-spine stressed medium-span membranes and, as a practical case study, Stimpfle describes the redesign and installation of the Velodrome roof in Abuja, Nigeria.
To put the TensiNet Symposium and these selected papers in context, there follows a brief history of the organisation and description of its current and ongoing activities.
THE TENSINET ASSOCIATION
The origins of the TensiNet Association were in a Thematic Network project funded by the European Commission from 2001 to 2004, which was coordinated by Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB). Initially, this involved a multi-disciplinary group of 22 participating organisations active in the field of tensile surface structures. It included coaters and weavers, manufacturers, producers, engineering and architectural practices, universities and other associations, from a total of nine EU member states, but expanded to include a number of associate partners. The assembly of such a diverse group enabled open knowledge interchange and the sharing of experience across the various disciplines, in order to enhance the strength and competitiveness of the European tensile surface structures industry and to achieve the project's aims, namely to: 
